


Who Were the Safawiyyah? 


In short, the Safawi State was a political cult of the Ith- 
na-‘Ashriyyah (Twelver) Rafidah, whose state was founded 
by Ismail Ibn Haydar in 906AH and officially fell in 1148AH. 
In addition to their atrocious revival of Rafd (the religion of 
the Rafidah), they laid great emphasis on the Persian language 
(Farsi) and culture. Today's Rafidah are undoubtedly a contin- 
uation of this cult as they practice the same Rafd, implement 
the same policies towards Ahlus-Sunnah, and propagate the 
same Persianism. 


Named after Ishaq al-Ardabili (died 735AH), who was of 
Turkmen or Kurdish origin and famous as “Safi ad-Din,” the 
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Safawiyyah is a group that started as a supposedly “Shafi 
tarigah (Sufi order), which transformed into a militant Rafidi 
movement to become a tyrannical state that subdued Persia 
with ambitions to wipe out all traces of the Sunnah and its 
people. 


Their first “shah” (Persian king) came to power in 906AH. He 
was Ismail Ibn Haydar, a direct descendant of Safi ad-Din, 
and was marked by both severe deviance and brutality. Ash- 
Shawkani said of him, “His following grew until he attacked 


and vanquished the sultan of Shirvan, whom his army cap- 


tured. He then ordered them to cook him in a cauldron and 





eat hi 
that when Ismail defeated the emir of Merv, he dismembered 


m’” [Al-Badr at-Tali’]. It is not surprising then to hear 


him - dispatching his limbs across Persia — and covered his 
skull with gold and gems to use it as a chalice at social events. 


Ismail claim was that he received instructions from the 
awaited “Mahdi,” becoming “Allah's representative on earth” 
to usher in a new state and sponsor the 12 imams considered 
“infallible” by the Rafidah. Due to his Sufi background, he 
claimed to receive “ilham ghaybi,’ a kind of “gnostic inspi- 
ration, resulting in his followers ascribing a divine status to 
him, even considering him “Allah's spirit incarnate” — we seek 
refuge with Allah from such blatant kufr! 


With the full support of the Qizilbash’ Rafidi militia, Ismail 
killed scores of Muslims, especially targeting any scholars 
teaching the Sunnah. He massacred thousands upon thou- 
sands and burned all the books of Ahlus-Sunnah, not even 
sparing their copies of the Quran. Originally hosting an 
overwhelming Sunni-majority population, Persia, eastern 
Iraq, and Khurasan were once bustling with knowledge con- 
veyed by the likes of linguists Sibawayh and al-Azhari; hadith 
masters al-Bukhari and Muslim; mufassirin at-Tabari and al- 
Baghawi; and fugaha’ al-Marwazi and Ibnul-Mundhir. But 
once controlled by the Safawiyyah, these lands became virtu- 
ally void of scholarship. 


An age of darkness quickly spread over the once enlight- 
ened Persia. Isma‘il and his descendants worked to forcefully 
convert the Sunni majority to the Rafidi religion. The same 
took place in other Sunni majority lands, including Azerbai- 
jan. Arab Rafidi “scholars” from Lebanon, Bahrain, and Iraq 
were imported to teach their deviant tenets. The most famous 
of them - and one of the first to arrive — was ‘Ali Ibn al-Hu- 
sayn al-Karaki (died 940AH), who was given the position of 
“Shaykhul-Islam” and put in charge of an official agency estab- 
lished to oversee the conversion of Ahlus-Sunnah. It was al- 
Karaki who issued the fatawa allowing Ithna-‘Ashri Rafidah to 
use military force to establish their rule, thus “substantiating” 
Ismail's claims and justifying all of his abuses. Many Sunnis 
left Persia, but those who stayed were persecuted, having to 
decide to either apostatize or face death. Regarding this pro- 
cess and his cruelty to Ahlus-Sunnah, Ismail said, “This mat- 
ter concerns me not, as Allah and the infallible imāms are with 
me, so I fear no one. If any of my subjects voice any objection, 
I shall unsheathe my sword and leave none alive? 


The adhan was altered to reflect Rafidi “fiqh, adding the 
phrase “ashhadu anna ‘aliyyan waliyullah” (“I testify that ‘Ali 
is the wali of Allah’). Imams were ordered to curse Abu Bakr 
as-Siddiq, ‘Umar Ibn al-Khattab, and “Uthman Ibn ‘Affan 2 
during every Jumuah sermon. 


1 These were Turkic militias organized by Isma’il’s father and known as 
the Qizilbash (Turkish for “Redheads”) because of their crimson crowns 


of twelve gores each, representing their allegiance to the Twelver sect. 


Sunni graveyards were desecrated and their masajid de- 
stroyed. Tomé Pires, a crusader and Portuguese ambassador 
to China, who traveled through Persia during 916 and 917AH, 
witnessed this, saying, “He [Ismail] renovates our churches 
yet destroys the masajid of Muslims who follow the Sunnah” 
[Summa Oriental]. 


In imitation of Ibn Buwayh, a Rafidi leader of the fourth cen- 
tury, Ismail revived public observance of al-Husayn’s death, 
the rituals of which were described by Ibn Kathir, who said, 
“Orders were given [by Ibn Buwayh] for the markets to close, 
for women to wear hair-woven sackcloths, and to go out with 
their faces and hair uncovered, as they slapped their faces and 
wailed for al-Husayn Ibn ‘Ali Ibn Abi Talib. Ahlus-Sunnah 
were unable to prevent this due to the number of Shrah and 
their dominance, as the ruler was on the side of the Shrah” 
[Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah]. 


Festivities marking the assassination of “Umar Ibn al-Khattab 
æ were also established during this time. This practice was 
supported by Muhammad Bāqir al-Majlisī (died 1111AH), 
regarded as one of the most important Safawi palace “schol- 
ars’ also given the title “Shaykhul-Islam” by the “shah.” On 
celebrating “‘Umar’s death, he said, “What is known among 
Shrah in the major cities and lands of our present time is that 
it [the assassination of ‘Umar] was on the 9" of Rab? al-Aw- 
wal, and it is a day of celebration” [Bihar al-Anwar]. He then 
mentioned a fabricated report as evidence that this was the 
day of ‘Umar’s death (which was actually on the 26" of Dhul- 
Hijjah) and that it is to be considered the greatest ‘Id for the 
supporters of Ahlul-Bayt! 


Like present-day Rāfidah, the Safawiyyah were known for 
their allegiance to crusaders. Ismail — then in control of Hor- 
muz — allied with the crusader Portuguese between 921 and 
927AH to assist them in their conquest of al-Bahrayn and 
al-Qatif in the eastern Arabian Peninsula, directly defying one 
of the Prophet's final command's to expel the mushrikin from 
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Yi Rafidi shrine in Iran dedicated to Abu 
Lu‘lu‘ah al-Majusi, the killer of ‘Umar & 





the Arabian Peninsula. But due to the Portuguese enlisting the 
aid of “Sunni” puppets instead of Rafidi ones, Isma’il’s great 
grandson ‘Abbas broke off Safawi relations with those cru- 
saders — only to engage British crusaders in another alliance 
sparked by continued correspondence with European rulers 
from the era of his grandfather, Tahmasp Ibn Isma’ll. 


It was ‘Abbas who invited the crusaders Anthony and Robert 
Shirley, under the command of the Earl of Essex, to “mod- 
ernize” the Safawi army in order to assist their cross-worship- 
ing allies further. Even towards the end of the Rafidi dynasty, 
in 1119AH, the Safawi Husayn sought naval support from 
France’s Louis XIV to take control over parts of the Arabian 
Gulf. 


They used such alliances, as well as crafty politics with their 
neighbors, to further infiltrate lands in which Sunnis resided. 
Making agreements with the grave-worshipping Ottomans in 
962AH, the Rafidi Safawiyyah were given permission to enter 
the Arabian Peninsula — like Al Salil has permitted for them 
today — to perform Hajj in Makkah, even though Allah & 
said, {O you who believe! Indeed the mushrikin are impure, 
so do not let them approach al-Masjid al-Haram after this year 
of theirs} [At-Tawbah: 28]. 





Though their influence spread throughout the lands they con- 


quered, and though their lasting effects are felt even today, 
the Safawi “shahs” lived and died in disgrace. Ismail, after a 
crushing defeat damaged his alleged “divine” image, withdrew 
to his palace, where he spent his final days in a drunken daze 
and died in 930AH, just 38 years old. Tahmasp Ibn Isma‘l 
died of poisoning in 984AH. Ismail Ibn Tahmasp had his 
brothers killed and blinded in order to secure his place on the 
throne, but after only one year in power he was accused of not 
being Rafidi enough, poisoned to death, and thus overthrown 
by his mostly-blind brother Muhammad Khudabandah. Serv- 
ing as “shah” for 10 years, Khudabandah’s reign ended when 
he was imprisoned by his own son, ‘Abbas, who assumed his 
father’s position. Both a drunkard and a sodomite, he killed 
his heir Muhammad Bagir, blinded two of his other sons, and 
then died in 1038AH. His alcoholic, opium-addicted grand- 
son, the notably weak Sam Ibn Muhammad Bāqir, succeed- 


FROM THE PAGES OF HISTORY 





The tawaghit of AlSalul allow the Ra- 
fidah to hold processions of shirk in 
the lands of al-Haramayn 
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ed him and died in 1052AH. His son ‘Abbas ruled until his 
death in 1077AH. Sulayman Ibn ‘Abbas Ibn Sam took over 
and died of alcohol abuse in 1105AH. Husayn followed, only 
to be captured in his capital, dying while imprisoned during 
a fit of insanity. Tahmasp Ibn Husayn led for a few years, un- 
til his son ‘Abbas deposed him with the help of the unrelated 
Nadir Khan, who then took power for himself. Thus ended the 
Safawi dynasty, but the Safawi-Rafidi political ideology and 
persecution of Ahlus-Sunnah continued unsevered in Persia 
by the Ashfariyyah of Nadir Khan, then the Zandiyyah, then 
the Qajariyyah, then the Pahlaviyyah, and then today’s Kho- 
meini-inspired Iranian regime, whose supporting “scholars” 
take “guidance” from the likes of the Safawiyyah, considering 
them the standard bearers of “good” governance. ‘The Irani- 
an Rafidi “scholar” ‘Abbas al-Qummi (died 1359AH) wrote, 
“Saft ad-Din al-Ardabili: He is the Supreme Saint, the Proof 
of the Perfectly Pure ... 
sultans who spread the symbols of religion and promoted the 


Descended from him are the Safawi 


supporters of Amirul-Mu'minin (i.e. ‘Ali Ibn Abi Talib), peace 
be upon him” [Al-Kuna wal-Alqab]. To the Rafidi scholars of 
today, Ismail was establishing Allahss religion, fighting in His 
path. The Iraqi Rafidi “scholar” Hasan as-Sadr (died 1354AH) 
called him, “The Raider in the path of Allah, Shah Isma‘ll 
as-Safawi’ [Takmilat Amal al-Amil]. 


However, like their Rafidi descendants of today, the Safaw- 
iyyah had nothing to do with Islam other than to deter the 
people from it. Their Rafidi state left behind a rotten cultural 
legacy filled with spite, and that hatred was directed to none 
other than Ahlus-Sunnah. It is important to make the connec- 
tion that this wicked legacy — regarding Ahlus-Sunnah as their 
central adversary, not the Jews, crusaders, or apostates — is up- 
held by the Iranian, Iraqi, Lebanese and other Rafidah of our 
time as their religion in addition to the worship of the dead 
and other forms of kufr and shirk. 


Just as the Roman Empire never fully fell, but merely adopted 
new names, the Safawiyyah thrive — based in Iran — with their 
Rafidi aim of eradicating Ahlus-Sunnah and replacing them 
with a population of apostasy. 


